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silk cloths are  made  at Bellary and many other towns
Formerly  large  quantities of  silk fabrics  were  manu-
faftured In Mysore, but the industry has declined owing
to a  silk worm disease.    Tanna near Bombay has long
famous for its silk manufactures.
In India, artistic decorations have never been so pro-
fusely   lavished    on   manufactures   of
Woollen fabrics,             .                                              .
sheep-wool   as    on    cotton,   and  silk
fabrics. Pashmind^ of which Kashmir shawls are made
Is not sheep-wool, but a soft .down found on the goat
in Tibet and Central Asia. ' Sheep-woo! has nev^r been
In high estimation as a material for clothing. The
climate of the plains is unfavourable for the production
of sheep-woo! of 'a ^aperior qualityj suitable for the
manufacture of fine fabrics. Nor do woollen fabrics
keep in good preservation in this climate,
The chief centre of woollen manufactures in India
is of course the Punjab. Of sheep-wool manufactures
the'most common is the blanket, Indian blankets are
not like those made-la Europe ; and very little attention
is paid to softening or felting them. ' They are coarse
and rough. Blankets are not only made in the Punjab,
but also in Rajputana, North-Western Provinces, and
more or less ia other parts of the country, Among finer
stuffs, good blankets and shawls were formerly made of
a soft sheep's wool obtained from Rimpyr or Bas^hlr, a
bill State in the. Punjab, Considerable quantities of
woollen stuffs are now made in the Himalayan States,
where the cold demands a warmer clothing .than in the